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October 2, 2017

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BOB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-44, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the
Commonwealth of Australia for defense arti-
cles and services estimated to cost $815 mil-
lion. After this letter is delivered to your of-
fice, we plan to issue a news release to notify
the public of this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-44

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Australia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $661 million.

Other $154 million.

Total $815 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to three thousand nine hundred (3,900)
GBU-53/B Small Diameter Bomb Increment
II (SDB II).

Up to thirty (30) GBU-53/B Guided Test Ve-
hicles (GTV).

Up to sixty (60) GBU-53/B Captive Carry
Reliability Trainers (CCRT).

Non-MDE: Also included in this sale are
Weapon Load Crew Trainers (WLCT), Prac-
tical Explosive Ordinance Disposal Trainers
(PEST), containers, support and ground crew
test equipment, site survey, transportation,
warranties, repair and return, maintenance,
publications and technical documentation,
personnel training and training equipment,
U.S. Government and contractor representa-
tive engineering, logistics, and technical
support services, and other related elements
of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (X7-D-
YAH).

(v) Prior Related Cases. if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
September 29, 2017.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Australia—GBU-53/B Small Diameter Bomb
Increment II (SDB II)

The Government of Australia has re-
quested a possible sale of up to three thou-
sand nine hundred (3,900) GBU-53/B Small Di-
ameter Bomb Increment II (SDB II), up to
thirty (30) GBU-53/B Guided Test Vehicles
(GTV), up to sixty (60) GBU-53/B Captive
Carry Reliability Trainers (CCRT). Also in-
cluded in this sale are Weapon Load Crew
Trainers (WLCT), Practical Explosive Ordi-
nance Disposal Trainers (PEST), containers,
support and ground crew test equipment, site
survey, transportation, warranties, repair
and return, maintenance, publications and
technical documentation, personnel training
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and training equipment, U.S. Government
and contractor representative engineering,
logistics, and technical support services, and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The estimated total case
value is $815 million.

This sale will support the foreign policy
and national security of the United States
by helping to improve the security of a
major non-NATO ally that continues to be
an important force for political stability and
economic progress in the Western Pacific. It
is vital to the U.S. national interest to assist
our ally in developing and maintaining a
strong and ready self-defense capability.

The proposed sale of SDB II supports and
complements the ongoing sale of the F-35A
to the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).
This capability will strengthen combined op-
erations, particularly air to ground strike
missions in all-weather conditions, and in-
crease interoperability between the United
States and the RAAF. Australia will have no
difficulty absorbing this equipment into its
armed forces.

The proposed sale will improve Australia’s
F-35 survivability and will enhance its capa-
bility to deter global threats, strengthen its
homeland defense and cooperate in coalition
defense initiatives.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Raytheon
Missile Systems, Tucson, AZ. There are no
known offset agreements proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government personnel or contractor
representatives to Australia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 1744

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The GBU-53/B Small Diameter Bomb In-
crement H (SDB II) is a 250-1b class preci-
sion-guided air-to-ground munition used to
defeat moving or mobile targets through ad-
verse weather from standoff range. SDB II
has deployable wings and fins and uses Iner-
tial Navigation System/Global Positioning
System (INS/GPS) guidance, network-en-
abled datalink, (Link-16 and UHF) and a
multi-mode seeker to autonomously search,
acquire, track, and defeat targets from a
standoff range. SDB II employs a multi-ef-
fects warhead for maximum lethality
against armored and soft targets. Sensitive
areas include operating manuals and mainte-
nance technical orders containing perform-
ance information, operating and test proce-
dures, and other information related to sup-
port operations and repair. The GBU-53/B
SDB II hardware, including guidance, multi-
mode seeker, and datalink, is UNCLASSI-
FIED. The software is UNCLASSIFIED.

a. SDB II Guided Test Vehicles (GTV) are
telemetry test vehicles used for land or sea
range based testing of the SDB II weapons
system. The GTV have common flight char-
acteristics of an SDB H but with an inert
warhead. In place of the multi-effects war-
head is a Flight Termination, Tracking, and
Telemetry (FTTT) subassembly that mirrors
the multi-effects warhead’s size and mass
properties, but provides safety flight termi-
nation, free flight tracking and telemetry,
and transmission of encrypted data from the
vehicle to the ground. The SDB II GTV can
have either inert or live fuses. All other
flight control, guidance, data-link, and seek-
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er functions are representative of the SDB II.
The hardware, including guidance, multi-
mode seeker, and datalink, is UNCLASSI-
FIED. The software is UNCLASSIFIED.

b. SDB II Captive Carry Reliability Test
(CCRT) vehicles are SDB II variants pri-
marily used for captive flight reliability
testing. The CCRT has common characteris-
tics of an SDB II but with an inert warhead
and fuze. The CCRT does not have an FTTT
subassembly in place of the warhead; it in-
stead uses ballast to mimic the warhead’s
mass properties. The CCRT is a flight capa-
ble representative of the SDB II and, al-
though not its primary objective, could be
dropped as a test round on ranges not requir-
ing telemetry, digital tracking, or a Flight
Termination System (FTS). All other flight
control, guidance, data-link, and seeker
functions are representative of the SDB II.
The hardware, including guidance, multi-
mode seeker, and datalink, is UNCLASSI-
FIED. The software is UNCLASSIFED.

2. If a technologically advanced adversary
obtains knowledge of the specific hardware
and software elements, the information
could be used to develop countermeasures or
equivalent systems that might reduce weap-
on system effectiveness or be used in the de-
velopment of a system with similar or ad-
vanced capabilities.

3. A determination has been made that the
Commonwealth of Australia can provide sub-
stantially the same degree of protection for
the sensitive technology being released as
the U.S. Government. This sale is necessary
in furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and
national security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

4. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia.

————
LAS VEGAS MASS SHOOTING

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today I wish to voice my support for
the victims of the horrific mass shoot-
ing in Las Vegas.

This mass shooting was the worst in
our Nation’s history. There are more
than 50 dead and more than 500 wound-
ed.

It should shock every American that
one individual, with easy access to
weapons and ammunition, can inflict
such devastation.

Sadly, it was only a little more than
a year ago that we also experienced
what had then been the worst mass
shooting in our Nation’s history. That
was when 49 people who were enjoying
an evening of dancing with friends and
loved ones were massacred in Orlando.

Just 6 months before that, 14 people
were killed and more than 20 injured in
San Bernardino.

Two years ago, on October 1, 2015, an
assistant professor and eight students
were murdered at Umpqua Community
College in Roseburg, OR.

In 2013, 12 people were fatally shot at
the Navy Yard, less than 2 miles from
where I stand today.

On December 14, 2012, 20 children had
their lives taken at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School.

These massacres have not and will
not stop unless we do something. I be-
lieve we must acknowledge that these
shootings are possible because of our
Nation’s weak gun laws.
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Our laws permit criminal and domes-
tic abusers to easily obtain weapons at
gunshows and on the internet without
a basic background check.

We know background checks work.
States that require background checks
on private handgun sales see fewer
women Kkilled by their partners and
fewer law enforcement officers killed
with handguns.

It is time we expand background
checks to cover sales at gunshows and
on the Internet.

We are still learning about what hap-
pened in Las Vegas, but we do know
that the shooter had more than 10 ri-
fles in his hotel room and that he may
have used an assault weapon.

Today in the United States, military-
style assault weapons may be sold le-
gally to civilians. Assault weapons are
not needed for either hunting or self-
defense.

They are weapons of war designed to
kill large numbers of people in close
quarters.

This is not sustainable—and the pub-
lic agrees. Just last year, a poll showed
that 57 percent of Americans favor a
ban on assault weapons.

In fact, from 1994 and 2004, we had
laws that prohibited anyone from get-
ting an assault weapon. I believed then
and I believe now that those laws made
all of us safer.

Unfortunately, right when the posi-
tive effects of those laws were taking
effect, they were allowed to expire.
Now, time and again, we have felt the
costs of our inaction.

It is time that we finally take steps
to ensure that other communities do
not experience the pain that Sandy
Hook, Washington, San Bernardino,
Roseburg, Orlando, and now Las Vegas
have gone through.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
remembering the victims of this attack
and will support legislation to prevent
any of us from once again having to
rise to remember what will be another
worst mass shooting in our Nation’s
history.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CONNECTICUT STATE AFL-CIO

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize the Con-
necticut State Labor Council AFL-CIO
as they celebrate 60 years of extraor-
dinary and exemplary advocacy on be-
half of Connecticut workers and their
families.

Since its formation in 1957 with the
merging of the Connecticut Federation
of Labor and the Connecticut State In-
dustrial TUnion Council, the Con-
necticut State AFL-CIO has dem-
onstrated an impressive dedication to
the wellbeing of workers across the
State. The organization seeks fair and
equal treatment for workers through
collective bargaining on their behalf
and promoting legislation to create
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good jobs and provide people with the
skills needed for them.

Simply, they strengthen the middle
class, allowing tens of thousands of
people to own a home, raise their fami-
lies, and retire with financial security.

Uniting workers and their families
toward these common goals, the Con-
necticut AFL-CIO has fought continu-
ously and ceaselessly for better wages,
benefits, and conditions for the work-
ing families of the State. Throughout
its six decades, the Connecticut AFL-
CIO has facilitated union member ac-
cess to insurance plans, credit cards,
and beneficial mortgage programs.

Always looking for ways to raise the
standard of living for our middle-class
workers, the Connecticut AFL-CIO was
one of the early leaders in the fight to
achieve affordable and accessible qual-
ity healthcare, pay equity, and paren-
tal and medical leave for all employ-
ees. The Connecticut AFL-CIO also
helps those who have lost their jobs,
supporting fair unemployment com-
pensation laws and education and job
training programs.

Since its formation, the Connecticut
AFL-CIO continuously puts the needs
of workers and their families first. I
applaud their numerous achievements
and hope my colleagues will join me in
congratulating the Connecticut State
AFL-CIO on 60 years of service and
commitment to Connecticut employ-
ees.®

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
BOBBI DOORENBOS

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize and congratulate an
exceptional airman, Brig. Gen. Bobbi
Doorenbos, on her selection for pro-
motion to the rank of brigadier general
in the Air National Guard. This pro-
motion means she will leave behind her
role as commander of the Arkansas Air
National Guard’s 188th Wing in Fort
Smith, AR, to assume her new respon-
sibilities in Washington, DC, as part of
the leadership team within the Penta-
gon’s Total Force Continuum Office.
Brigadier General Doorenbos clearly
epitomizes the finest qualities of a
military leader as evidenced by her dis-
tinguished career. After graduating
from Iowa State University, she en-
tered the U.S. Air Force in 1995 and ini-
tially served as an F-16 pilot in the
Iowa Air National Guard’s 185th Fight-
er Wing. She continued her honorable
service by holding various positions in
the Maryland, Washington, DC, and
Virginia areas, including Air National
Guard Crisis Action Team member;
White House Fellow; executive officer/
speechwriter for the Air National
Guard Director; chief of Airborne Intel-
ligence, Surveillance, and Reconnais-
sance; special adviser to Vice President
Joe Biden for Defense Policy and Intel-
ligence Programs; and chief of program
requirements and integration at the
National Guard Bureau. She has flown
combat missions in support of Oper-
ations Noble Eagle, Southern Watch,
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and Iraqi Freedom. Brigadier General
Doorenbos is also a senior pilot with
more than 1,200 flight hours in the F-
16C Fighting Falcon and MQ-1B Pred-
ator.

She is truly a trailblazer. As the first
female to command the 188th Wing at
Ebbing Air National Guard Base in Ar-
kansas, she simultaneously held the
title of air commander with responsi-
bility for over 1,000 Federal techni-
cians, Active Guard, and Reserve mem-
bers in the execution of three distinct
mission sets: remotely piloted aircraft;
intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance operations; and targeting.
Her wing in comprised of the most
dedicated, loyal, and highly trained
airmen that the National Guard has to
offer. As a team, they have taken im-
mense pride in fulfilling their roles and
obligations to the State of Arkansas
and to the Nation. As a testament of
Brigadier General Doorenbos’s superior
leadership, the 188th Wing was awarded
the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
for its incredible accomplishments dur-
ing her tenure as wing commander.

Brigadier General Doorenbos has dis-
played an extraordinary amount of
dedication and passion throughout her
life and career. As a mother of three
daughters, it is my pleasure to watch
Brigadier General Doorenbos excel in
her career and show young women that
they are capable of achieving anything.
She will continue to be a major asset
to the U.S. Air Force in her new role at
the Pentagon.

I want to extend my sincere con-
gratulations to her on this well-de-
served promotion. I am very proud of
her many accomplishments and wish
her all the best in her future service to
our country.e

————

TRIBUTE TO STEVE FARNHAM

e Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the service of an extraor-
dinary individual in northern Maine.
Mr. Stephen M. Farnham, of Mapleton,
has been a driving force behind the
Aroostook Area Agency on Aging.
Steve began with the Aroostook agen-
cy in its infancy in the mid-1970s and is
stepping down after having led the
agency for the last 40 years.

Steve attended the University of
Maine in Presque Isle, where he earned
his bachelor of arts and went on to
earn his master of public administra-
tion degree from the University of
Maine in Orono. He also received a
number of certificates and attended
specialized courses that helped him
continuously improve services and col-
laboration at the agency. While serving
as an adjunct professor, he taught
courses at public and private institu-
tions in Maine, as well as health and
safety courses with the American Red
Cross. He also held many different posi-
tions with the Katahdin Area Council
of the Boy Scouts of America, for
which he has been recognized with mul-
tiple awards.

As chief executive officer of the not-
for-profit corporation Aroostook Area
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